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8 Beceabsr 


Kr. Leo H. Seotesn 
Chief, Bivisicsa of Intelligence 
Collection and Btstrfbution 
B»p»rt«eat of State 
isaaMagten 25, B. G» 

Bear Leo: 

Pursuant to ®y letter to you of 5 lovea&er 155$ proposing a conference 
of ft&lications Officers la Cairo, sod tbs pertinent discussion at the 
X December 1959 meeting of PRSeiB, 1 ea writing additional factors which, 
is ay opinion, stales such a conference csceswary. 

there are two isqdrta&t targets for procurement that at he stressed 
over sod ever again, these are Coeasunist China and Africa. % the t ia* of 
the aonferetice m will probably have note definite iaferwation cm the situation 
with regard to the availability of Coaasuaist Obtuse- pu&Ucatioca. - 

respects os are in the aaa© situation with regard to these publications as m 
were with Busaian publications, say 6-10 years ago* the priority for procure- 
aent is high. Publications Officer® at all posts should be constantly on the 
alert for reporting aay trends, availability, effectiveness of any charges, 
etc. 

la* have al ready received sw indication* as to t he paucity of material 
■ from Africa.' 8m® tim ago, a despatch fro© our Moscow Sstoassy indicated that 
the bS&K his established an African Institute, fvo of oar national libraries, 
the Library of ©angre*® and tbs Bepartaent of Agriculture Library, have indicated 
hy letter to as that collection fro® Africa should be improved. She Washington 
Hjgjfr of 7 Ifecesber 1955 reported that the Library of Congress tee received a 
«#*at of $200,000 from the- Carnegie Conjuration to establish aa Africans acetic® 
ia its reference department. Africa is in a state of flux; each can be to 
iM&vw® our knowledge of the changes by procurement of all written infoneatiem 
available. 

Ibfelie tm k&Q proposals of the Library of Congress sad the Satiomi 
Science foundation with regard to- the acquisition, est&logifig. and translation 
of foreign pbUcatis®* fro© certain countries ii» the Middle and far last, 
institute a® lsq*©rtaat program with which all Publications Officers Should be 
famil iar. At the 1 Decetabcr X$$9 meeting of FSOCJB, both the Library of Congress 
aad the latioaal Science Foundation representatives indicated an interest in 
sending delegate* to the proposed Cairo conference. 
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f be tepnw in pmmmA occupying Publication® Officer wtml&mmits 
is «a additional factor to las considered. Dorothea i£e©l# !la§ar Sifford, and 
Paul Saitb aura all fairly recent appointees. I m mm that yea are rare of 
news of the difficulties la the progra®, particularly ia cnaaaaafelaa with Moscow 
m is indicated is Despatch 2k6 t of 11 Sovaab&r 1959# frm there* 

1 ttoinfc that yes will also agree that it is lagos-tent for the field t© have 
m does contact with, tows® officials as possible . ftoe iaterchanas of ideas# 
problems ®M solutions that such a conference provide® the Publications Officer## 
contribute to the efficient gsrforeftttee of their duties. Far eaaaple, we should 
bare a borough discussion of the iiaporreseats in the funding procedure® aiac* 
the Pari# ftft&icatloss. Officer ccmf«reccc> . including the ofVproposed single 
fund eeneept. 

X an attaching a proposed agenda for the eotsfereuce# vtoieh X would toe 
happy to discuss with you. 

Siaesrsly# 
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